On three occasions in May and June 2017, and three more in May and June 2018 ( Fig.  1) , we observed spotted whiptails amongst ornamental landscaping at two locations in nearby portions of Aliso Viejo, along Canyon Wren Lane and Calle Corta to the intersection of Chickadee Lane. These observations extended the known range another 1.2 km south-southwest of the church site.
In summary, all of our observations of spotted whiptails were in suburban landscaping >0.6 km removed from native coastal sage scrub and up to 6 km south-southwest of the original Irvine location. Our observations of activity extend from 16 April 2017 to 22 July 2017 with the exception of one fall sighting on 4 September 2016 (iNaturalist records extend to 31 October 2017). In light of the apparent displacement of Western Fence Lizards . While we hope that these species will remain restricted to the highly altered urban environment, the spotted whiptail has already been found at the edge of protected open space in Irvine, where it is feared that it may threaten or outcompete native species in natural habitats (R.S. Winkleman pers. comm.).
